Jordan School District
Essential Standards

English Language Arts
Grades 7-9
Reading Literature (RL)

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 9

RL1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from the text.

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text
and analyze its development over the course of the
text; provide an objective summary of the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to the characters, setting,
and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze in detail its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and
is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g., how the language
evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a
formal or informal tone).

Key Ideas and Details

Craft and Structure
RL4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of
rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g.,
alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem
or section of a story or drama.

Jordan School District
Essential Standards

English Language Arts
Grades 7-9
Reading Informational Text (RI)

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 9

RI1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports
an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI2. Determine two or more central ideas in a
text and analyze their development over the
course of the text; provide an objective
summary of the text.

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an
objective summary of the text.

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze
its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective
summary of the text.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the
impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

4. Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone
(e.g., how the language of a court opinion
differs from that of a newspaper).

Key Ideas and Details

Craft and Structure
RI4. Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings;
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on
meaning and tone.

Jordan School District
Essential Standards

English Language Arts
Grades 7-9
Writing (W)

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 9

Text Type and Purpose: Argument
W1. Write arguments to support claims with
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

Write arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence.

W1a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate
or opposing claims, and organize the reasons
and evidence logically.

Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish
the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and
organize the reasons and evidence logically.

W1b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning
and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of
the topic or text.

Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or
text.

W1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), reasons, and evidence.

Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion
and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

W1d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

Establish and maintain a formal style.

W1e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the argument presented.

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis
of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and
create an organization that establishes clear
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims,
reasons, and evidence.
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly,
supplying evidence for each while pointing out
the strengths and limitations of both in a manner
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level
and concerns.
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons,
between reasons and evidence, and between
claim(s) and counterclaims.
Establish and maintain a formal style and
objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are
writing.
Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the argument
presented.

Jordan School District
Essential Standards
Grade 7
Text Type and Purpose: Informative

English Language Arts
Grades 7-9
Grade 8

Grade 9

W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and information through the selection,
organization, and analysis of relevant content.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content.

W2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing
what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and
information, using strategies such as definition,
classification, comparison/contrast, and
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
W2b. Develop the topic with relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples.

Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to
follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information
into broader categories; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the
effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas,
concepts, and information to make important
connections and distinctions; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W2c. Use appropriate transitions to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships among
ideas and concepts.

Use appropriate and varied transitions to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas
and concepts.

W2d. Use precise language and domainspecific vocabulary to inform about or explain
the topic.
W2e. Establish and maintain a formal style.

Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

W2f. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.

Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style.

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant,
and sufficient facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.
Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and
clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.
Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the
topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style and
objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are
writing.
Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented (e.g., articulating
implications or the significance of the topic).

Jordan School District
Essential Standards

English Language Arts
Grades 7-9
Language (L)

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 9

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.
a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds,
participles, infinitives) in general and their function
in particular sentences.
b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive
voice.
c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative,
interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood.
d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
verb voice and mood.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.
a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to
indicate a pause or break.
b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
c. Spell correctly.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
a. Use parallel structure.
b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb,
adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional,
absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent;
noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific
meanings and add variety and interest to writing
or presentations.

Conventions of Standard English
L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions
of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in
general and their function in specific sentences.
b. Choose among simple, compound, complex,
and compound-complex sentences to signal
differing relationships among ideas.
c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence,
recognizing and correcting misplaced and
dangling modifiers.
L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions
of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.
a. Use a comma to separate coordinate
adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable
movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt).
b. Spell correctly.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.
a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive
adverb) to link two or more closely related
independent clauses.
b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
c. Spell correctly.
L5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,euphemism,
oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in
the text.
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with
similar denotations.

